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CAN WE LOVE OUR ENEMIES? 

Yes, we can love them, but we cannot like them. Affection 
cannot be aroused by enmities. Christian love does not condone 
evil. Nor does Jesus insist on any such miracle. To love people 
is to treat them as we should like to be treated, and to wish them 
well. If their enmity to us is due to our own wrongdoing, we must 
remove the cause, cost it what it may. If it is due to their wrong- 
doing, we must try to get them to abandon their practices. If they 
then refuse to be reconciled, they are to be ostracized. 

That is the plain teaching of Jesus. 

Can we love our enemies while we are at war with them ? Not 
if our love means affection for them or indifference to their wrong- 
doing. Love for enemies does not mean that we should suffer them 
to do others harm; that we should approve their brutaUty, condone 
their atrocities, or submit to their oppression. We have a nation 
to preserve, a civilization, poUtical ideals, and Uberties to safeguard. 

We shall love the Germans in the sense that we shall be recon- 
ciled with them as soon as they convince us that we have done 
them wrong or they are converted to a regard for human rights 
and international justice. If they refuse such reconciliation, per- 
sist in robbing other nations, justify rape, massacres, deportations, 
starvation, and terrorization in the name of patriotism, love for them 
will not lead us to neglect love for their victims. If they threaten 
the world with the sword, we shall protect the world with the 
sword. 

Love for our enemies cannot make us indifferent to oiu- obUga- 
tion to protect those who are not our enemies. That too is love, 
and of the noblest sort. 

Love for our enemies is not moral if it deadens our indignation 
against the crimes they perpetrate. 
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Love for our enemies will not keep us from killing them if they 
compel us to choose that as the only way in which our love for their 
victims can find expression. We did not choose the method. We 
tried to bring Germany to a regard for others and its own best 
inheritance. We turned one cheek and then another. We were 
forced into war when we sought peace, into violence when we pre- 
ferred reconciliation, to draw the sword when we pleaded for the 
oUve branch. 

Love has stern duties just because it is love. Not to fulfil these 
duties is injustice to the victims of organized injustice. 

We need not hate Germany in the sense that we wish it ill. We 
have no desire to crush the nation because it is un-Christian. We 
shall not soil our souls by vengeance. German women shall not 
suffer at our hands because Belgian women have suffered unmen- 
tionable injury from German soldiers. German civilians shall not 
be shot because Belgian and French civilians have been shot in 
batches. German workmen and farmers will not be made slaves 
of martial law because the workmen and farmers of Belgiimi, 
France, Poland, and the Ukraine have been deported and mal- 
treated. Germans need not fear we shall violate treaties because 
they have made a mockery of treaties. 

Indignation and loathing are not hatred. Self-protection is not 
vindictiveness. National action for the sake of world-peace is not 
vengeance. 

Christians do not hate because they fight. We seek not ven- 
geance but international justice. When peace comes we shall ask 
no indemnities or punitive suffering. We shall help Germans when 
Germans will let us help them. Our sense of justice will extend to 
them as to all the world. 

But such love will not excuse their brutalities or make us 
indifferent to the danger of the repetition of German crimes. 

We shall love our enemies, but we shall not disarm until they are 
harmless. If they repent and bring forth fruits meet for repentance, 
we shaU welcome their return to civilization. 

Until that day we shall fight them. For love that seeks to do 
men good is cowardice when it refuses to prevent them from doing 
wrong. 



